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Nicola Dell'Acqua has been President of the Italian Regulatory Authority for Energy, Networks 
and Environment (ARERA) since 1 January 2026, with a seven-year mandate. He has led a 
number of Italy’s major infrastructure and environmental portfolios. From 2023 to 2025, he 
served as National Extraordinary Commissioner for Water Scarcity and, previously, as 
Commissioner for the PFAS emergency in Veneto. In Campania, he served as Head of Mission 
for Areas, Sites and Facilities within the commissioner’s office that brought the waste 
emergency to an end and subsequently served as Delegated Commissioner for wastewater 
treatment. Within Italy’s national Civil Protection Department, he headed the Risk Forecasting 
and Mitigation Office. He has also served as Secretary-General of the Adige River Basin 
Authority and President of Azienda Gardesana Servizi, the water utility in the Lake Garda area. 
In Veneto, he held a number of senior positions, including Director-General of ARPA, Director 
of the Territorial Protection and Development Department, Coordinator of the COVID-19 Crisis 
Unit and Director of Veneto Agricoltura. 

 


